
Minutes of the Weymouth & District Table Tennis League AGM held at the 

Springfield Club 22 May 2013 
 

 

 

Present 

 

Brian Copp   President 

Neil Hardisty   Chairman 

Andy Millar   Secretary 

Andy Crouch   Fixture Secretary 

Steve Rook   Treasurer 

Darrin Butcher   Press Officer 

Chris Whitefield  League Photographer 

Andy Crouch   Committee 

David Moth   Committee 

Malcolm Smith   Committee 

 

32 other members present.  Apologies received from Eddy Buck, Stuart Walden, Sai Maganti, 

Roger Lovell, Terry Whitworth, Peter Tucker, Callum Tucker, Mike Richardson, Eric 

Horniblow, Vivienne Allen, Raj Lahal, Gordon Bisset and David Wyatt. 

 

 

1 Chairmans welcome. 

 

The chairman welcomed the President and all the members for coming to the meeting.  It was 

an excellent turnout and he thanked them for coming. 

 

 

2 Minutes of 2012 AGM and matters arising. 

 

These were approved by the meeting and there were no matters arising. 

 

 

3 Chairmans Report – Neil Hardisty 

 

It is with great pleasure that I bring my first report as Chairman of the league. I will attempt to 

summarise the main points of the last 12 months without going into very much detail because 

that will be done by members of the committee with specific responsibilities. We have a 

vibrant league with lots of things going on and many things to report on tonight. Some of the 

issues will be well known to some but I’m sure there will be things of interest to everyone 

here tonight. 

 

The basis of any good organisation is having people in key positions who are keen and 

competent – that is most definitely the case in the Weymouth & District Table Tennis League. 

I would like to thank all the members of the committee who have worked hard throughout this 

very successful last year. Andy Millar has been the driving force in getting many initiatives 

underway in the areas of coaching, schools table tennis and administration. You will have 

read in the press that he has been responsible for securing a grant of £9,600 for work in the 

schools to provide equipment and better facilities to consolidate the interest shown by many 

youngsters. Andy Crouch has most efficiently collated all the results, kept the tables up to 

date, managed the handicaps and overseen the smooth running of the season without any fuss. 

Our finances are in the capable hands of Steve Rook, and Sai Maganti produces a well 

informed website. You will be hearing about new initiatives in the pipeline later in the 

meeting. Darrin Butcher has produced a stream of press releases, in his own inimitable style, 



throughout the season which have kept the sport in the public consciousness. Darrin is taking 

a break from the committee and role of Press Officer for a year and so if there is anyone who 

feels willing and able to take on the job we would be very pleased to hear from you. Peter 

Stopforth also stood down from the committee during the year but we are pleased that 

Malcolm Smith, who is now Chairman of the Preston Club, has taken his place. Although 

Stan Smith has not been on the committee we owe him a great debt of gratitude for organising 

the tournament together with his willing band of helpers from Preston. Stan is handing over 

the main organising role to Roger Lovell and Roger has agreed to join the committee too, so 

you can see that the sport in this area is in very capable hands. I think it is appropriate at this 

point that we should show our appreciation to all the folks who have done such a lot of work 

behind the scenes to ensure that the 2012-13 season was such a success. 

 

You will be hearing about youth developments from Andy later but it has been good to see so 

many youngsters playing in the new schools league and in tournaments in Bournemouth and 

further a field during the season. Not only have they been participating but they have also 

enjoyed great success. Through the support of teachers, parents and coaches, Weymouth is 

now a force to be reckoned with in junior table tennis in Dorset and the future is very bright. 

It was a real privilege to be able to share in the Cherrys’ trip to Doncaster to support Lily in 

the National Schools Championships where she gained valuable experience playing against 

some of the best girls in the country.  

 

This leads me very appropriately to mention three long standing members of the league who 

have passed away during the year. Firstly Rob Taylor, whose very generous donation to the 

league for the specific purpose of promoting junior table tennis is a fitting memorial to him. 

Rob was always interested in the youngsters who played whenever he came to play at 

Budmouth and his gift is already being put to good use. It is also sad to report the passing of 

Richard Hill from Shipton Gorge and Godfrey Axe from Colliton, two men who played for 

many years and who always gave their opponents a hard game. As is our custom we will now 

observe a few moments of silence to remember these three men. 

 

So it only remains for me to congratulate the winners and the taking partners, the young, the 

old and those in the middle, the parents and the kids – in fact everyone who has helped to 

make the 2012-13 season such a success. I hope we can build on this last year and continue 

the progress into 2014. 

 

 

4. Treasurers Report – Steve Rook. 

 

Steve presented a summary of last year’s accounts.  The meeting agreed to accept the 

accounts.  The meeting also agreed that the auditors should continue.  

 

The meeting approved Neil Hardisty as a signatory for the bank account cheques.  Roy Sharp 

proposed that we amend our rules that 2 from 3 of the treasurer, general secretary and 

chairman would be required to sign the cheques.  This would mean it would not need to be 

approved at each AGM.  Seconded by Ken Winship and carried by the meeting.   

 

Steve outlined the position of subs for next season.  It was proposed that we freeze subs again 

for the next season, subject to any increase from the ETTA individual registration.  Last year 

the ETTA had proposed to increase the registration fee, but this had not been carried at their 

AGM, so no increase.  It was anticipated a lower increase would be approved this year.  Roy 

Sharp proposed, Ken Winship seconded. 

 



 

5. Press Officers Report – Darrin Butcher 

 

Over the season there had been 18 reports in the Dorset Evening Echo.  It was acknowledged 

that the Echo had given the best coverage to table tennis we could remember.  The coverage 

of the tournament was excellent.   The Echo were very happy to advertise and also promote 

youth development.  Photographs had been added to reports again and these had made a big 

difference.  Thanks to Chris Whitefield who helps with photographs and also to all who help 

promote the league through the press.  Darrin encouraged all captains to send match 

comments and photos to the press officer.  Darrin reported he would be stepping down for the 

role for a year.  The chairman thanked Darrin for his efforts. 

During the meeting, Malcolm Smith agreed to take over the role for a year. 

 

 

6. Development Officers Report – Andy Millar. 

 

At last year’s AGM I reported about the increase of youth participation in the sport in the 

district.   The aim this year was to continue to develop pathways for young players through to 

local league, county and national opportunities. 

 

Discussions with Chris Brown, SW ETTA Development manager, led to the conclusion that 

we should develop the after-school provision in secondary schools, and introduce the sport to 

more players who could then follow pathways into the local coaching set up and league.   

 

We have been able to 

 

• Continue and expand youth coaching opportunities. 

• Help secondary schools establish after school clubs and increase numbers entering 

school competitions. 

• Establish a schools Junior league 

• Submit a successful funding bid to Sport England 

• Increase participants in competitions and training within the county and nationally. 

 

 

Highlights this season are:- 

 

• A further junior team registered to the league.  Now 2 at Budmouth. 

• The League delivers table tennis coaching 2 times a week at 2 different venues and 

involved at 3 after school clubs.  Further coaching at Springfield Club. 

• Established a new schools junior league.  24 teams in 1
st
 season including 6 girls 

sides. 

• The League/ETTA have visited All Saints School, Holy Trinity School and 

Dorchester Middle School at no cost to the schools.  We have plans to revisit Holy 

Trinity on a yearly basis targeting all year 5 pupils. 

• League visit to Littlemoor Youth Club and Dorchester Youth Club. 

• 2 volunteers, Sai Maganti and Andy Millar, are currently taking their Level 2 

coaching qualifications, due to finish on June 9
th
.   

• Regional coach, CPD and LTAD workshops have been attended in Bournemouth. 

• 7 Youth players now attend regional development and high performance development 

training in Bournemouth.  Coaches include regional coaches Paul Whiting, Aled 

Howell and James Lewis and also ladies international coach Rowden Fullen. 

• Youth players have also been invited to ETTA South/South-West Regional training 

on Sundays 



• The 2nd Weymouth & District Schools individual tournament is due to take place in 

July. 

• Team Solent/Weymouth won the National Cadet League 2
nd
 Division based at 

Waterside.  Ben Graham (unbeaten) and Jamie Blair represented Weymouth.  

Snigdha Maganti and Sam Millar guested for Bournemouth sides. 

• A Budmouth College/All Saints team were Dorset Schools Girls Team under 16 

winners. 

• Budmouth College were semi-finalists in the Dorset Schools Boys Team under 16 

event. 

• 18 youth players travelled to Harewood College for the Dorset Schools Individual 

Championship.  Notable results - Lily Cherry, girls under 16 winner.  Tom Cherry 

boys under 16 runner up.  Snigdha Maganti girls under 13 runner up.   James Mathie 

boys under 13 semi-finalist.  Louie James and Jamie Blair quarter-finalists in boys 

under 11. 

• Lily Cherry represented Dorset in the English Schools Individual finals in Doncaster 

• Increased youth and adult entries into 1 star tournaments at Waterside and 

Bournemouth.  Best results include Lily Cherry runner up junior girls, Ben Graham 

4
th
 place cadet Boys, Jamie Blair 3

rd
 place under 11 boys. 

• Several youth players have made the ETTA ranking lists this year. 

• Successful Sport England small grant which includes a £9,600 contribution from 

Sport England.  The total value of the after schools project will eventually exceed 

£20,000 which includes ETTA and WDTTL contributions of  ETTA courses, 

coaching time and venue hire. 

 

ETTA Dorset Development Coach, James Lewis, continues to keep a close interest in 

developments in Weymouth and only this month visited for one of our coaching sessions.  

Other guest coaches have included Weymouth Division 1 champion Geoff Ware and Dorset 

Senior team captain, Stephen Foster.  Particular thanks must go to the 5 young players from 

Budmouth College who have given up their time each Saturday to help the beginners and girls 

squads.  These are Brad Burroughs, Ben graham, Tom Cherry, Lily Cherry and Sam Millar. 

 

Adult practice has continued at Ryemead Lane and Preston Table Tennis Club.   

 

Finally, I end this year’s report with a brief mention of the Sports Arena during the Olympic 

Games.  Set up by Active Dorset and the Weymouth Council, this was one of the most 

successful aspects of the Weymouth experience of the games.  The free arena was a success 

beyond its initial thoughts and the table tennis tables welcomed hundreds of players, young 

and old.  So much so, it was brought back for the Paralympics, with other sports such as 

wheelchair basketball included.  Since then the League has developed a close relationship 

with Active Dorset and they agreed a £400 bursary to be paid to help with coaching and the 

League has been invited to attend other coaching events free of charge.  Many thanks to the 

ETTA SW disability officer, Sam Brown, for his help at the sports arena 

 

 

Future plans 

 

The League will continue to work with schools and clubs and increase opportunities for as 

many as possible to take up the sport.    The league will meet with schools to discuss 

distribution of equipment from funding bid and come to agreements over the future 

development of table tennis at the schools. 

 

We would like to establish a new coaching venue at one of the assisted venues, to cover at 

least the winter terms as the Wey Valley Tennis Centre is fully booked when tennis comes 

indoors.   



 

On the competition front we will look to increase the number of junior teams registered, enter 

Weymouth teams into the national cadet and national junior leagues and improve on schools 

competition entrants. 

 

We have not been able to increase the number of coaches this year and the existing coaches 

only have limited voluntary time available.  The committee will be discussing how best to 

further develop, using the resources and time available. 

 

 

5. Fixture Secretary Report – Andy Crouch 

 

In the League this season, 28 teams and over 120 players have played in 234 matches in the 

three divisions, and I'd like to thank all the captains for getting the results in promptly and for 

playing every match in every division, something that doesn't happen very often. 

 

I think that the electronic scorecards have worked well, and the vast majority of results sent to 

me have come in electronically; this helps considerably with keeping the league tables on the 

website up-to-date, so thank you all for that. 

 

Congratulations to Springfield A, Hawks and Budmouth B for winning their divisions. The 

competition for top spot in Divisions 2 and 3 was particularly close and not decided until the 

last few games of the last match; in Division 2, the very last game. 

 

Well done to both teams at Budmouth for winning through to the final of the Handicap Cup, 

where Budmouth B prevailed in a close fought final. They were twice within a whisker of 

being knocked out earlier in the competition, but managed to pull through and have 

thoroughly earned their trophy. And thank you to those teams who had to rearrange fixtures in 

the early rounds to avoid conflicts at shared venues. 

 

The league tournament was again very well attended and apparently effortlessly organised 

and run, but we know that the Preston Club and others put in a great deal of effort to stage the 

event so successfully. Thanks to all who took part and congratulations to all of the winners; it 

was great to watch some excellent table tennis on the day. I'm already looking forward to next 

year's tournament and indeed to the whole season. 

 

 

7. Secretary’s Report – Andy Millar 

 

Outside of my development role, the secretary’s job has become less onerous this season, 

mainly in thanks to the fixture secretaries role. 

Firstly, I would like to thank all teams and players for taking part in a successful season and 

congratulate the winners of each division and handicap cup.  There has been the odd fixture 

problem over the year, which Andy Crouch or myself have resolved with captains.  It is very 

pleasing to have all fixtures played, though I would urge captains to try and reorganise 

postponed matches as soon as they can.  Several teams now use players from lower divisions 

to help fulfil fixtures and we can help teams with this. 

The Clubmark was renewed in 2012/2013.  This was essential for the success of the Sport 

England funding project.  The ETTA also kindly sent me down posters and prizes for the 

Sports arena over the Olympics.  There are several tasks we can complete to improve our 

Clubmark star rating, but this has not been a priority this season. 



Individual ETTA membership was a very smooth process this year.  The ETTA subs did not 

increase as was proposed, therefore league registration subs remained frozen. 

 

As well as county representation at youth level this year Miranda Edwardes, Andy Mitchell 

and Derrick Dawson have represented Dorset at County Vets level. 

 

The League committee have met on several occasions and discussed the funding bid, 

development, Disability course amongst various issues.   

 

Sai has maintained the league website and facebook pages and we registered on the things to 

do initiative on the BBC website, mainly to encourage beginners to know we were here.  

Newsletters were discontinued in November, due to demands on time.  I am hoping to start a 

new coaching newsletter for the youth section and parents before the summer holidays. 

 

Several changes are planned at County Level next year for the DTTA.  One of these changes 

will see our own chairman, Neil Hardisty, take on the vice chairman role for the DTTA.  I 

have not been able to attend any DTTA meetings this year.  I did attend last year’s AGM and 

a further increase to team subs was agreed.  We had already agreed that this would not impact 

on league subs.   

 

Thank you to all of the committee for their assistance during the season.   The League is very 

lucky to have several volunteers that help everything run so smoothly.  In particular, I would 

like to thank Andy Crouch for his role as Fixture Secretary.   I think all captains have 

appreciated the Handicap Cup scores being worked out in advance.   As you can see from the 

accounts, Steve Rook does a fantastic job keeping everything up to date and in order.  Neil 

Hardisty has been very supportive and has a wide breadth of experience in league and youth 

table tennis to help and advise me.   Stan Smith has put hours of work into the League 

tournament for the last 2 years and established a format that we hope to continue into the 

future.  Finally, the local press for table tennis has never been better.  We have had full pages 

dedicated to table tennis this season and also made the back page!  Many thanks to Darrin 

Butcher who has done a fantastic job keeping the profile of table tennis at the highest level it 

has been for some years.  Darrin will be stepping down for a break next season, and we wish 

him all the best. 

 

 

8. Rule Changes 

 

• New rule 10 – Addition of a dissolution clause  

 

This has been brought about after discussion with Sport England the recent funding bid and is 

to safeguard the assets of the league for the benefit of a similar organisation in the event of 

dissolution. 

 

• Rule 15 amendment – change of junior eligibility date 

 

It was agreed to bring this in line with English schools, under 17 as of 1 September each year.  

ETTA date is different, age at 1 January that playing season. 

 

Both rule changes were accepted by the meeting 



 

 

9. Election of Officers 

 

The existing committee were re-elected, with the exception of Dill Butcher and Peter 

Stopforth who have stood down.  Malocolm Smith was appointed press Officer and Roger 

Lovell appointed to the committee. 

 

 

10. Presidents Address – Brian Copp. 

 

Brian Copp gave his Presidents address and started by saying after all of these years it was 

still an honour to be invited to address the meeting and present the trophies.   

 

Table Tennis is a major sport in the district, just survived for many years and really taking off 

again now.  Brian recounted stories from the past and past players and paid tribute to stalwarts 

of the League.  Brian talked about sportsmanship in the league and mentioned several players 

who were sporting role models for younger players looking to progress in the League. 

 

Brian thanked all competitors for taking part in a good competition and congratulated the 

winners.  It had been a very exciting season.  Brian also congratulated Preston Table Tennis 

Club for hosting a very enjoyable League tournament at Westfield School.  Brain was pleased 

to see some new faces and future competitions look promising. 

 

Brian congratulated the coaching team on the work with the youth players and the success this 

had brought.   

 

Brian welcomed new committee members and paid tribute to the work undertaken over the 

last year.  The League is going from strength to strength and youth and coaching 

opportunities were important developments.  There had been hard work by a number of 

enthusiasts and this was valued by the league members and all of their work is appreciated. 

 

Brian played tribute to former league stalwarts Ron Burke and Rob Taylor.  Both players 

families have supplied trophies for youth competitions and their support is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Brian ended by wishing the committee well in their ambitious plans which look encouraging 

for the future.   He only wished he could be playing again. 

 

 

11. AOB 

 

• Andy Webb (PRT) – suggestion as to calculating handicaps on games won, instead of 

matches won.   Andy Crouch will investigate this possibility for introduction next season.  

This will not affect the website statistics, only the handicap scores. 

• Committee – A reminder of clause 11.15 of league handbook where umpiring duties 

should be alternate between the home and away sides.  Encourage shaking hands with 

umpire at the end of each game.  Both of these points bring the league in line with most 

leagues in the country. 

• Committee – A volunteer is required to run adult practice sessions at Ryemead Lane on 

Mondays.  The duties would include opening and closing hall and collecting monies.  No 

coaching duties were expected.  The facility had proved very popular last season and it 

would be a shame for it to end. 



• Geoff Ware (Preston A) – Geoff stated his surprise at the lack of hospitality at matches.  

The matter was discussed and it was agreed that this should be a matter for each 

individual club.  Some clubs did not have the facilities or the time to offer a drinks break 

etc. 

• Geoff Ware (Preston A) – Geoff  asked about the League handbook.  This is now in 

electronic format and e-mailed to all players with an e-mail address by the end of 

September. 

 

 

12. Presentation of Trophies and photographs 

 

The chairman closed the meeting by thanking everyone for their attendance. 

 

Brian Copp presented the trophies. 

 

The family of Rob Taylor presented the Rob Taylor Trophy to the Junior Champion. 

 

 

Mainstop Trophy – Andy Millar  (Neil Hardisty introduction) 

 

I maybe old fashioned, but I think that the awarding of this very prestigious trophy should 

come as a surprise to the recipient at the AGM and I have absolutely no doubt that this year it 

will be a big surprise. It is a trophy awarded to someone who has made a significant 

contribution to table tennis in the league and that is most definitely the case for this year’s 

winner. 

 

At the recent committee meeting we had a brief discussion as to who should receive the 

trophy this year and we came to a unanimous nomination. But the recipient does not know 

that behind the scenes prior to the committee meeting a little bit of mischief had gone on to 

ensure that the winners name would be kept as a big secret until now. So it gives me great 

pleasure to announce that the winner of the Mainstop Trophy this year is Andy Millar.  

 

There can be absolutely no doubt that due to his energy, passion, commitment and enthusiasm 

there has been a renaissance in table tennis in Weymouth & District. His willingness to give 

of his time and his talent has seen the introduction of weekly after school clubs at All Saints 

and Wey Valley, a schools league introducing more youngsters to competitive table tennis, 

Junior coaching on Saturdays, trips to Bournemouth in the week and Southampton at 

weekends as well as the time and effort required to become a Level 2 coach and perform the 

secretarial duties of the league.  

 

There can be no-one more deserving of this honour. 

 

 

 

 


